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13 January Remembered

Ray Vyšniauskas

THE EVENTS OF 13 January are well
known to all Lithuanians; a night of
callous attack and animal savagery
that resulted in the deaths of 14
Lithuanian citizens. These events
were in a large part the result of
Lithuania’s declaration of independence on 11 March 1990, and eventually culminated in international
condemnation, the recognition of
Lithuania as an independent republic, and the fall of the Soviet Union.
On the 19th anniversary of Sausio 13, or
13 January, we thought we’d talk to Arūnas
Ramanavičius, who was so very nearly the
15th victim of the Soviet attack on Vilnius
Television Tower that night. Arūnas was the
most heavily wounded person to survive, and
he underwent 13 months of rehabilitation to
repair the damage of taking two bullets to his
right leg, between his knee and groin.
First I asked him what he remembered of
that night: “I remember a lot of things. It was
interesting weather, cold, but I could still get
around on my bike. It all started on the night
of the 12th.
“I was riding from place to place around
Vilnius, going to various installations that the
Soviets might want to overtake, joining in the
human barricades with the other people of
Vilnius and Lithuania. I’d been to a number
of places during the day, and I just wanted to
drop in at home and have some dinner before
heading out again.
“It was on my way home when I saw the
armada of tanks heading to the TV Tower,
so instead of going home I decided to follow
them. Once they arrived at the TV Tower I
joined in the other people who had gathered
there – it was quite a large crowd. That’s how
I ended up there, and the rest is history.”
Arūnas nonchalantly glossed over the horror of the next couple of hours, so I pressed
him for more detail.
“We were just gathered there, we didn’t
really have any plans. We didn’t think they
would attack, let alone shoot at us or intentionally kill anyone. I guess all we knew was
that we were not going to move.
“I saw the aggression, the tanks were
blocked by the crowd of unarmed people
and the soldiers started shooting percussion
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Sausio 13 – from the
ashes of the barricade
cartridges that created terrible blasts. Twenty
minutes later, the Russian soldiers come in
armoured vehicles, they emerged without
any warning and started the attack against
unarmed people.
The attack could only be called animalistic.
The soldiers were wild and they were hitting women and children indiscriminately,
and then they started shooting. As I already
mentioned there was no warning at all, they
just started shooting at the people from just
a few steps away into the crowd assembled
in front of them. In the eyes of those soldiers
you could clearly see that they were doped on
some drugs.
“But anyway we tried to withstand this
terrible aggression, then they ran by tanks
directly into the people and tried to squash
them.
“I saw them pointing guns at us but we
were not going to move, they advanced, they
threw percussion grenades, they had all sorts
of weapons, and then they just attacked with
everything they had. A few moments later I
was shot twice in the leg. It was terrible with
the pain shooting around my body accompanied by the blasts from all of the tanks.
“We still could not believable that peaceful
people could have been attacked that way, it
was so brutal.”
Arūnas was given help and taken to St
Jacobs (Svento Jokubo) hospital where the full
extent of his wounds became apparent. While
two shots to the leg might not sound totally
life threatening, it turned out that the Soviets
were using dumb-dumb bullets, which were
long banned by the Geneva Convention, and
on hitting his leg the bullets exploded into
many many smaller fragments causing all
sorts of internal injuries, shattering bones and
shredding muscle and sinew. They are intended to cause death from internal bleeding.
“I had at least five very long operations and
lay in hospitals because of these wounds for 13
months. First in Lithuania, then in hospitals in
Hungary and Germany who also offered support and operated further on me. The various
doctors managed to get some the shrapnel out
and put together what was left of my bones
and flesh.”
And did these wounds cause a lot of problems?
“I was in the last year of high school and a
good student, best in class in fact, and it was
a hassle. My studies were heavily interrupted,
but I managed to continue.”
I guess the one question I wanted to ask
all along was - was it worth it? Arūnas is
circumspect.
“We have a nation of our own. We may

complain about it, but it’s not that different from the other countries in Europe. It
is comfortable to live here and if you look
past the current economic situation, it isn’t
so bad here.
“I have been to a lot of countries in Europe
and throughout the world, and have had many
offers to live and work elsewhere, tempted by
better wages and better facilities, but neither I
nor my wife have any inclination to leave. We
always come home.
“Maybe we have to work a bit harder here,
but what can you do? This is our home.”
So how did Ar_nas’ life continue after the
shooting? He finished biochemistry at Vilnius
University in 1991 and in 1998 became a doctor of physical science. In 2002 he became
Doctor Habilitus of Physical Sciences and in
the same year he has was awarded the title of
full professor at Vilnius University. By the age
of 36 he become youngest professor at Vilnius
university.
In 2006 he established and is head of the
Centre of Nanotechnology and Material Science – Nano Technas - at the Vilnius University Faculty of Chemistry, where they undertake academic, research and commercial work
in nanobiotechnology and nano-medicine.
Arūnas is proud that his centre has become
world regarded and attracts professors, students and researchers from all over the world.
Arūnas has employed a number of young
scientists from different scientific institutions
around Lithuania and even from abroad. He
personally and some members of this group
have worked for governmental and non-governmental institutions in Belgium, Ireland and
Austria and have co-operative agreements
with other countries that they help out, often
for love rather than money.
On the eve of the 13 January anniversary
I ask him about his thoughts on the occasion,
again I’m surprised.
“I no longer look back on those days, and
now that my leg is no longer hurting I just
look to the future. Life is busy and sometimes
I have to work up to 20 hours a day. Maybe
when I get older I’ll have time to look back
and think about things.
“If you work hard you always find plenty of
opportunity. In fact I read about unemployment and would love to be unemployed for a
while, but I just don’t have the time – there’s
too much to do.”
All of us in Lithuania can be thankful that
there was not another fatality that night, and
well may we remember the cost of lost potential in those who were not as lucky as Arūnas
on that cold January night 19 years ago.

The events of January 13 actually
took place between 11 and 13 January of 1991. It was in the aftermath of
Lithuania’s declaration of independence on 11 March 1990, and the Soviet
imposed blockade that caused hardship and discontent amony minority
sections of the Lithuanian public.
A conflict between Vytautas Landsbergis and Kazimira Prunskienė resulted in
her resignation, and she sought assurances from Moscow that force would not
be used, which was not given.
Extra Soviet forces were flown into
Lithuania, including the counter-terrorist
Alpha Group and the 76th Airborne Division, ostensibly to ensure constitional
order.
Gorbachev addressed the Supreme
Council on 8 January and demanded
the restoration of the constitution of
the USSR in Lithuania, and threatened
military intervention. Lithuania asked for
guarantees of a peaceful solution, but
Moscow did not reply.
From 11 January Soviet forces began seizing Lithuanian communication
facilities including the National Defence
Department building in Vilnius and the
National Printing Works, where live
rounds are used against civilians and the
first casualties were registered. Later the
Soviets seized a TV retranslation station
in Nemenčinė.
On 12 January the Soviets further
took over the offices of the OMON, tried
to seize a Police Academy building and
attacked a Lithuanian border post at
Varėna. Columns of military personell
were seen heading towards the TV
Tower and citizens gathered to help
protect it from Soviet occupation.

At 1.25 on 13 January the Soviets arrived at the TV Tower and started to fire
blanks and percussion rounds from their
tanks. By 1.50 they had surrounded the
TV Tower and started to fire live ammunition into the crowd and then drive their
tanks into the assembled masses.
In total 14 people were killed in the
attack, mostly from bullet wounds, but
some were crushed by tanks. A Soviet soldier was also killed by so-called
friendly fire. The last vision transmitted
from the TV Tower that night was of a
Soviet soldier running towards the camera and turning it off.
In Kaunas a regional TV station managed to get word out about the attacks
and a Swedish station picked up the
news and broadcast it around the world.
The next day up to 50,000 people
gathered around the Seimas and began
building tank barricades.
Although military occupation and
raids continued over the ensuing period,
strong condemnation from the West and
even urges of constraint from within
Moscow itself led to the signing of a
treaty on 31 January.
On 4 February Iceland was the first
country to recognise Lithuania as an
independent Republic and diplomatic
relations were established between the
two countries.
The 14 people killed on 13 January
were: Loreta Asanavičiūtė, Virginijus
Druskis, Darius Gerbutavičius, Rolandas
Jankauskas, Rimantas Juknevičius,
Alvydas Kanapinskas, Algimantas Petras
Kavoliukas, Vytautas Koncevičius, Vidas
Maciulevičius, Titas Masiulis, Alvydas
Matulka, Apolinaras Juozas Povilaitis,
Ignas Šimulionis and Vytautas Vaitkus.
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Number of deaths on
roads lowest since
1965 - Masiulis

CIA prison story will
not harm relations with
US - Grybauskaitė

Vilnius, Jan 4 (ELTA) - In 2009,
the number of deaths on Lithuanian roads was down 26.3%
compared to 2008 (there were
368 people killed in traffic accidents in 2009, and 499 persons
killed in 2008).

Vilnius, Dec 22 (ELTA) - Lithuanian
President Dalia Grybauskaitė evaluates the conclusions of the Seimas’
Committee on National Security and
Defence (NSGK) as another step
towards transparency and openness.
These conclusions have proven the
suspicions of the President, ELTA was
told by presidential spokesman Linas
Balsys.

Over the same period the
number of people injured during
traffic accidents dropped by 23%.
In 2009, there were 4,484 people
injured in traffic accidents compared to 5,818 people in 2008.
“Measures that we have taken
to increase road safety, the active
work of the police and educational
campaigns through the media, give
these results as there have been the
fewest deaths on Lithuanian roads
in 2009 since 1965, but now there
are around 2 million vehicles on
the roads compared with tens of
thousands in 1965,”said Transport
Minister Eligijus Masiulis.
According to the minister the
good news is that the number of
traffic accidents caused by intoxicated road users halved. In 2009
there were 288 such accidents
compared to 508 accidents in
2008.
Last year, compared with 2008,
the number of traffic accidents
which affected people fell by
1,000 compared with (3,844 accidents in 2009 compared with
4,796 accidents in 2008). Compared with 2005, traffic accidents
fell by almost 3,000.
“Each human life persevered is
important for us, so we will continue the ongoing work in the area
of traffic safety, we will seek new
ways and means to raise people’s
self-awareness and responsibility,”
Minister Masiulis emphasized.

No deaths on Lithuanian
roads over past week

Vilnius, Jan 8 (ELTA) - During
the past seven days, on January 1 - January 7, no persons
were killed in traffic accidents
on Lithuanian roads.
According to preliminary data,
a total of 36 traffic accidents took
place and 48 people were injured.
According to the police, intoxicated drivers caused two traffic accidents and injured two people.
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New Partners in Ghor Province

On 30 December the Ambassador
of Greece, Konstantinos Katsabis, met with Lithuania’s Foreign
Minister Vygaudas Ušackas and
informed him about the Greek
government’s decision to provide
Afghanistan’s Ghor Province with
€0.5 million allocated to health
service development. Lithuania
leads a Provincial Reconstruction
Team in Ghor Province.

The Ambassador stressed that
Greece is ready to become a reliable
partner to Lithuania in implementing
the reconstruction of the provincial
central hospital.

The Minister expressed his gratitude to the Greek Government’s
decision to provide support to the
Afghan people.
“I hope that our new collaboration helping to reconstruct the Ghor
Province will continue in the future
and will take new forms,” Minister
Ušackas said during the meeting.
Since 2005, Lithuania has led the
Provincial Reconstruction Team
in the Ghor Province. The team is
comprised of military and civilian
personnel not only from Lithuania,
but also from Croatia, Denmark,
Georgia, Japan, Romania, Ukraine,
and the USA.

Another tough year for the average Lithuanian, say analysts
(alfa.lt) ALTHOUGH THERE ARE
indications of an economic recovery
looming on the horizon, ordinary
Lithuanians still face a long wait before they begin seeing improvements
in their living standards say analysts.
Experts interviewed by Alfa.lt agreed
that unemployment will stay stubbornly
high, wages will fall, and consumer prices
won’t be coming down for most of 2010,
although things may start to pick up in the
second half of the year.
“I don’t see any prospective improvement in these three areas (this year),”
said DnB Nord analyst Rimantas Rudzkis, although he added that he sees
unemployment levelling off around the
middle of the year. He also said Lithuania’s economy will fare better during the

second half of 2010 than in the first half.
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Rudzkis was seconded by Swedbank
analyst Tomas Andrejauskas, who said
unemployment rolls will continue to grow
this year and cautioned that improvements in economic indicators don’t immediately translate into material gains for
ordinary people.
“I think statistics will show that everything is improving, but I’m not in a rush
to claim that things will suddenly start
to get better for people,” Andrejauskas
said. “Perhaps we’ll see that happening
in the second half. (In the meantime,)
unemployment will rise even higher, and
purchasing power will drop.”

Restaurants - Cozy, Amatininkai,
Sue’s Indian Raja, Bistro 18,
Zoe’s Bar and Grill, The Dubliner,
Tres Mexicanos, Café de Paris,
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Blusynė, Aula, Pilies St Kepyklėlė,
Grand Casino, SkyBbar.
LiTnews is printed by Grafija
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According to Balsys, the president does
not think that the information which has
been disclosed might harm Lithuania’s
relations with the United States and recalls that the administration of President
Barack Obama has started to go towards
openness itself, thus this policy is continued.
The NSGK determined that there
might have been a CIA prison in Lithuania, as there were premises, there were
possibilities to trespass the Lithuanian
border, there were aircraft related to
the CIA, and the state authorities were
not informed about that or informed
superficially. NSGK did not determine if
the prisoners were detained in Lithuania
or not.
The NSGK decided to address the
Prosecutor’s General Office and ask to
determine whether former VSD heads
Mecys Laurinkus, Arvydas Pocius and
former deputy head Dainius Dabasinskas
went beyond their commissions.
ELTA reminds that President Dalia
Grybauskaitė ordered the Government
to recall Mecys Laurinkus from the post
of the ambassador to Georgia. Laurinkus
served as Head of VSD from June 1998
until April 2004.
Pocius headed the VSD in 2004-2007.
He was dismissed as soon as the unfavourable conclusions of the NSGK parliamentary investigation were confirmed.
In August this year, Dainius Dabasinskas was dismissed from the post of
the deputy CEO of the State Security
Department (VSD) and appointed ministerial advisor at the Lithuanian Embassy
in Kiev.

Grybauskaitė to
continue dialogue
with Lukashenko
Vilnius, Jan 7 (ELTA) - The extradition
of Gen Vladimir Uschopchik, living in
Belarus, who is accused of conspiracy
against the state in the case of the
January 13 events in 1991, might be
solved only at a political level, President Dalia Grybauskaitė says.
The dialogue with Belarusian leader
Alexander Lukashenko will be further
developed with regard to that, the president adds.
“I have always believed that this issue
can only be solved at a political level,
thus, the political dialogue with Mr Lukashenko will be continued,” the President told journalists.
The Prosecutor General’s Office
received a letter from the Prosecutor
General’s Office of Belarus stating that
Belarus rejected Lithuania’s applications
for legal aid in the January 13 case.
Repeated demands for criminal proceedings against Uschopchik and Stanislava Juonienė, living in Belarus, were
sent to the law enforcement institutions
of Belarus in autumn 2009.
“The execution of legal aid application
of the Republic of Lithuania in this case is
against the essential principles of the laws
of the Republic of Belarus,” the communication report reads.

Call or check on the internet for session
times. All film titles written in original language, all films shown with original sound
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In the Loop
Director: Armando IannucciCast: Peter Capaldi,
James Gandolfini, Tom Hollander, Steve Coogan,
David RasheComedy, Great Britain, 2009
IN THE LOOP is a foul-mouthed comedy that
draws on non-specific events to create a world
that is terrifyingly familiar: The US President and
UK Prime Minister fancy a war, but not everyone
agrees that war is a good thing. US General
Miller (James Gandolfini The Sopranos, The Taking Of Pelham 123) certainly doesn’t think so
and neither does the British Secretary of State
for International Development, Simon Foster
(Tom Hollander Pirates of the Caribbean, Pride
and Prejudice). But when the mild-mannered
minister inadvertently appears to back the war
on prime-time television, he immediately attracts
the attention of the PMs venomously aggressive
communications chief Malcolm Tucker (reprised
from The Thick of It by Peter Capaldi), who
latches onto him like a hawk. Soon, the Brits
are in Washington, where diplomatic relations
collide with trans-Atlantic spin doctors and
Fosters off-hand remark quickly spirals into an
insurmountable mountain of conflict.

Golden Door
Director: Emanuele CrialeseCast: Charlotte
Gainsbourg, Vincenzo Amato, Francesco Casisa,
Ernesto Mahieux, Andrea ProdanDrama, Italy/
France, 2006
Desperate and poor Southern Italian family seeks
a way out, and, having heard reports of rivers
running in milk and coins falling off of trees,
leave their stony rural cottage and buy passage
to America. The trip to the boat, aboard the boat,
and at Ellis Island is one of wonder and hope
and usually very little dialogue. A magical movie
that succeeds in illustrating the other, humble,
ordinary and tough passage to the new world
without mafia dons or violence. The huge disadvantage of illiteracy is beautifully illustrated here,
and the risks associated with leaving behind everything. Amazing, touching, real. The customs
and rules of early 20th century already seem
archaic, even though it was less than 100 years
ago. For example, in the film, single women
were not permitted entry into the US, which is
why Lucy was seeking a man to marry.
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Foreign citizens in the EU27 in 2008
ON 1 JANUARY 2008, 30.8 million foreign citizens lived in the
EU27 Member States, of which
11.3 million were citizens of another EU27 Member state.
The remaining 19.5 million were citizens of countries outside the EU27,
of which 6.0 million were citizens of
other European countries, 4.7 million
of Africa, 3.7 million of Asia and 3.2
million from the American continent.
Foreign citizens accounted for 6.2%
of the total EU27 population.
In 2008, the largest numbers of
foreign citizens were recorded in
Germany (7.3 million persons),
Spain (5.3 million), the United
Kingdom (4.0 million), France (3.7
million) and Italy (3.4 million). More
than 75% of the foreign citizens in the
EU27 lived in these Member States.
Among the EU27 Member States,
the highest percentage of foreign citizens in the population was found in

Luxembourg (43% of the total population), followed by Latvia (18%),
Estonia (17%), Cyprus (16%), Ireland (13%), Spain (12%) and Austria
(10%). The percentage of foreign
citizens was less than 1% in Romania,
Poland, Bulgaria and Slovakia.
In 2008, 37% of the foreign citizens living in the EU27 were citizens
of another EU27 Member state. The
largest groups were from Romania
(1.7 million or 15% of the total
number of foreign citizens from another EU Member State), Italy (1.3
million or 11%) and Poland (1.2 million or 11%). Among the citizens of
countries outside the EU27, the largest groups were from Turkey (2.4
million or 12% of the total number
of foreign citizens from countries
outside the EU27), Morocco (1.7
million or 9%) and Albania (1.0 million or 5%).

Lithuanians keen students
Lithuania takes top position in the
EU by the percentage of students in
the country. Compared to the EU’s
average of 15%, only 7% of 18-24
year-old people in Lithuania are not
engaged in studies, the least in the
EU, announced the European Commission.
The European Commission’s latest
report on education in the EU shows
that Lithuania is also leading the EU
by the number of 20-29 year-olds in
higher education.
Moreover, Lithuania has made significant progress (3rd place in the EU) increasing the number of young people
in the secondary education. 89% of
20-24 year-old Lithuanians are engaged in secondary education, while
the average of the EU is 78.5%.
There are 76.6% of pre-school age
children in Lithuania attending primary education institutions.

Cabinet reshuffle
around the
corner?

• Photo: Valdas Kopūkstas (ELTA)

Control of crisis was most important
deed of the year - Kubilius
Vilnius, Dec 31 (ELTA) - Prime
Minister Andrius Kubilius called
the control of the crisis as the most
important task of 2009.
“The sudden and deep crisis was the
most important event of the year. To
manage the crisis was the biggest challenge. I am pleased that we managed
to withstand and control the crisis, I
cannot say that we managed to get
out of it, but the very fact that we
managed to control it is a significant
achievement,” said Kubilius in the
interview with Žinių Radijas.

The head of the Government noted
that next year most focus will be put
upon the unemployment problem.
Andrius Kubilius said the election of Lithuanian President Dalia
Grybauskaitė was one of the most
important events of the year. “Such
election results are a great stimulus
and support for people,” he said.
Lithuanian Prime Minister also
said that the mini restructuring in the
energy sector, the dissolution of LEO
LT, the health and education reforms,
the restructuring of bureaucracy were
other important events of the year.

(alfa.lt) A LITHUANIAN newspaper says sources in Lithuania’s centre-right ruling coalition have begun dropping hints
about a looming cabinet reshuffle, the Baltic News Service has
reported.
The daily Vilniaus diena said “unofficial sources” have told it that the
prime minister and Conservative
party leader, Andrius Kubilius, is
looking at changing five ministers:
Dainius Kreivys (Economy); Gediminas Kazlauskas (Environment);
Raimundas Palaitis (Interior); Eligijus
Masiulis (Transport); and Remigijus
Vilkaitis (Culture).
At the tail end of 2009, Seimas
speaker Irena Degutienė, who is also
a member of the Conservative party,
told public broadcaster Lietuvos televizija that a rearrangement of portfolios was likely to be on the cards in
January.
“I see certain limitations in the government. And the prime minister sees
them too,” Degutienė said in the interview with LTV. “In the New Year,
we will hold a meeting to decide these
questions.”
She said certain ministers were ineffective and the subject of too much
criticism, but she did not say which
ones.

EU and you in 2009 - what has the
EU done for Europeans?
The European Commission give themselves a rap
THE EU DOES make a difference to people’s everyday lives
in Europe, even though they’re
not always aware of it. The goal
is always to respond to the real
concerns that people have, as
citizens, consumers or workers.
This year, we’ve been dealing
with the consequences of the financial crisis. The EU has worked hard
to limit the damage with an economic recovery plan designed to protect
people’s jobs and savings.
We’ve also been busy defending
consumers’ interests. The price of
making and receiving mobile calls
and sending text messages to and
from other EU countries has come
down for instance.
And the EU has carried out a major online shopping survey, looking
at websites selling airline tickets,
and ensuring that they respect consumer rights’ legislation. When you
book a flight online, the site must
tell you about any additional costs such as a charge for paying by credit

card - right at the start of the booking process. They can’t just add it on
to the price of the ticket at the end.
The EU has been active on green
issues too, with new rules on emissions of harmful fumes at petrol stations and pesticide use.
And it has been taking the lead
in the fight against climate change.
There have been a range of measures to cut down on the amount of
energy consumed by everyday appliances, including basic items like
lightbulbs - the old incandescent
ones are gradually being phased out
in favour of low-energy bulbs. These
measures should help deliver a 12%
reduction in electricity consumption
in the EU by 2020.
Finally, the EU has come to the
aid of people in need. For example,
it granted €500m to help Italy deal
with the aftermath of the earthquake
in Abruzzo in April 2009. And the
EU is still the biggest donor of development aid, and takes an active
role in fighting poverty and hunger
in the world.

Two additional units of Lietuvos
Elektrinė switched on

Vilnius, Dec 30 (ELTA) - On
Wednesday - a day before the
shutdown of the Ignalina nuclear
power plant (IAE) - two units of Lietuvos Elektrinė in Elektrėnai with
the capacity of 300 megawatts
were switched on, said Energy
Minister Arvydas Sekmokas.
According to the minister the
units have not been operating to
maximum efficiency. “On December 31 we will start talks on additional supply of electricity to be
purchased. Power purchase agreements have been planned. An agree-

ment has been signed with Estonia,
there is a general agreement with
Belarus and we will work further
on an agreement with Ukraine,”
Sekmokas said.
According to the energy minister,
talks with Ukraine may be prolonged
and still continue even in February.
“The process is ongoing, Ukrainians
work on the issue of the transit via
Belarus, and these are their mutual
decisions. We have signed a general
contract with Ukraine and it will
come into force after the agreement on the amount and prices is
reached,” Sekmokas said.

Žydrūnas Savickas

World’s Strongest Man
Ray Vyšniauskas

On first meeting Žydrūnas Savickas you are simply astounded by
his size. Though he stands at 191
cm (6’3”) it is not his height that
impresses, it is his girth. At 175
kilograms he is a giant of a man
with forearms the size of logs and
a chest that belittles a barrel of any
kind.
The softly spoken Žydrūnas also
surprises with his almost baby-face
looks and defied all my attempts at
branding. The Beast from Biržai or
the Behemoth from Birštonas were
considered, but the only title that really
sticks is: World’s Strongest Man.
With a list of world records wider
than even his arms or 26 victories in
international competition, the master
of the log lift and true Lithuanian
Ambassador spoke to us about his
career.
Žydrūnai, were you strong as
a boy, and what took you into
strongman competition?
At first I wanted to be a bodybuilder, I wanted to be like Arnold
Schwarzenegger and so I took up
bodybuilding. Strongman competitions were not very popular back then,
and they only started competitions in
Lithuania when I was 16, and that’s
when I competed for the first time, and
I liked it. Then for a while I tried to
do both, but there came a time where
I had to choose between the two, and
I made the decision to concentrate on
strongest man competitions and took it
from there.
I started working out when I was 13.
I was lucky that I was tall and strong.
My father and grandfather were very
strong; my grandfather was blacksmith,
and I think all his hard work rubbed off
on me. My father was very strong and
my mother was also a tall and strong
woman, so I had good genetics.
I remember my first competition in
1992, it was in Joniškis and I was 16.
I was nervous for the whole month
before and hardly slept. I didn’t do that
well overall, but I took second place

in one event. That is a great memory,
and from then I understood that I could
achieve something in this sport.
How did Lithuania become a
world power in strongest man
competitions?
At first in Lithuania there was just a
small group of us, and we didn’t know
what was happening elsewhere in the
world back in 1988, there was just
not much information available to us.
From 1993 international competitions
started, and we saw that we were at a
comparatively low level. We looked
upon the international competitors as
giants, and didn’t believe that Lithuania
could ever even compete with them,
let alone dominate the sport. We
didn’t even think about it back then.
After 10 years everything has
changed of course, and now Lithuania
is the champion country and I am the
individual world champion.
Why are Lithuanians so good in
this sport?
Lithuanians are well suited to the
sport, we are tall and strong, which is
a great start, and second we grew up at
a time when we were lucky there were
so many good strong competitors here.
It helped that we competed against
each other, and so the level grew. And
now our success is attracting more
youth to the sport so it continues.
Are there any young Lithuanian
champions on the horizon?
Vilmanatas Bliujus is one young
champion from Alytus, he was seventh in an open championship competition and close to the leaders in some
events, so I think he’s someone with a
good future.
Then there are two brothers from
Mažeikiai, Vytautas and Marius Lalas.
They are very strong. These three are
the best prospects at the moment.
Marius Lalas took 3rd in an up to 105
kg class event. At 25 he is very young
in this sport.
What is the optimum age for
strongman competition, and what
are your own future ambitions?
A strongman usually peaks between

30 – 35. You can build strength up to
the age of 40, but you can lose some
speed. I’m 34 and see that I am still
improving.
Next year I will compete less, only
in the most important events, probably
five or six at most. With age you need
more time to recover.
I plan to compete three or four
more years, and even then just selected
events like the Schwarzenegger Classic
and some other major competitions, all
so I won’t be working out all year, it’s
just too hard on the body.
My most active years were from
2005 – 2008 when I was taking part
in up to 20 competitions a year. It is
hard on the body and you get tired.
This year I relaxed for six month, then
trained hard, I reached peak form and
was looking forward to competing.
This year I took part in 11 competitions and won them all.
What about your training and diet?
Training needs a lot of energy, I
need to eat a lot, and eat well, but you
also need supplements because it’s just
too hard to get all you need out of just
food. I try to eat healthy and often.
I train two to four hours per day
depending on whether I am close to
competition or not. When I am training for competition, then I spend up to
four hours on each discipline.
For the most important competitions there are about five events which
are most popular, and you need to
train for them. There are other events
that don’t appear so often so you don’t
need to train for them every session.
You always know in advance what
events will be staged at your next competition, so you train accordingly.
Log lift, the farmers walk, stone lift
and super yoke are disciplines that are
held most often, so you concentrate
on those.
This year you won the combined
strongest man competition. You
noted elsewhere that this was a
special moment for you.
Yes, from 2005 – 2007 World
Strongest Man competition wasn’t
recognised as the official world cham-

pionship as the sport was split into
two groups. In the other camp was
the IFSA.
The World Strongest Man had the
best name in the sport, but not the
best sportsmen. I wanted to test and
prove myself against the best, and
that’s why I went with the IFSA, but
there was always the uneasiness about
the split, probably more in the eyes of
the public.
None of us really thought that the
two camps would ever join again, but
in 2009 the international strongman
title was re-united. Of course some
were not so happy about having to
face such tough competition again,
but there was once more just the one
international title. I won and put all
the doubt behind me, and so I was
then properly recognised as three time
world champion.
You have a long and distinguished history at the Arnold
Schwarzenegger Classic, how did
that come about?
The Arnold Schwarzenegger Classic
started in 2001 and I really wanted to
take part, but I had an injury in the first
year and didn’t get past the qualifying tournament. That made me more
determined to work hard to make the
next one.
Then I came second in 2002, and I
was fully fit in 2003 and prepared the
best in my career and determined to do
my best, probably not really thinking
about winning.
I met Arnold Schwarzenegger during
the warm-ups in 2003 and he watched
the whole competition. He was not the
governor then, so he had more time on
his hands. I won and he presented the
award and congratulated me and that is
one of the best memories I have.
I won six times in a row and we
met up this year again when I was
invited as a guest and judge because I
was injured, and we spent more time
together. And next year I hope we will
meet for an eighth time to accept the
winning prize.
What are your interests away
from the sport?

I am engaged and getting ready to
marry soon. I do a lot of travelling so
when I get the chance I like to spend
time at home. I read a lot.
I have lived in Vilnius for five years
now. My mother lives in Biržai and I go
there often.
I trained in Birštonas in my early
years, and even now I go down there
to train once a week and during the
season I will be there twice a week.
Through your actions and ability
have become a great ambassador
for Lithuania. Are there any official duties you perform?
No, I’m not officially anything, but I
am one of the best known Lithuanians
around the world. Often I have the
role of having to tell people about
Lithuania, where it is, its history.
All around the world Lithuanians
come to see me and I see Lithuanian
flags in the crowd, and it makes it
easier to compete and win. You feel
you can’t lose when you see so many
people there to support you, you can’t
let them down and ruin their day.
What are your favourite moments
in sport?
It’s hard to pick a best moment. All
competitions are memorable, always
in different places, all with their own
intrigues, always interesting.
I was in Australia for the first time
recently, and it’s one of the best countries I have visited and would like to
visit again. We competed in Brisbane
and the zoo left a very good impression. Next time I’ll try to stay a bit
longer and have a look around, and
visit New Zealand as well.
It was their first international competition and organisers hope to do it
every year.
We spent three days competing at
Dreamworld (Australia’s largest theme
park) and after competition all the
strongmen went on all the rides and
everyone enjoyed it. We pretended
not to be scared, but we only managed
to relax when we were taking rides for
the third time, but it was a lot of fun.

Vilnius and Kaunas to
seek to become World
Book Capital in 2012

ON THE LAST DAY of the last
decade, Lithuanian National Television announced that Lithuania will
indeed be participating in Eurovision.
Thanks to TEO LT, who put up the
finances to ensure our participation,
a Lithuanian delegation will head to
Norway to compete in the annual European celebration of schmultz.
It was also announced that anyone
interested in representing Lithuania

in Norway will need to lodge their
applications with Lithuanian National
Television by 24 January. All songs
need to be originals, less than three
minutes long and cannot have been
publicly broadcast before 1 September 2009.
The selection process of our representative song will take place in
February and March. The Eurovision
semi-final will be in Oslo 25 – 27 May
and the final on 29 May.

Vilnius, Dec 29 (ELTA) - In
2012, Vilnius and Kaunas will attempt to become the joint World
Book Capital. This title is granted
by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) to a city
in recognition of the quality of its
programs to promote books and
reading.
“It is not known yet, whether it
will be possible to nominate two
cities, if not, most probably Vilnius will receive this title, however,
there still will be a number of joint
projects with Kaunas,” said Gintaras Babravicius, Vilnius Deputy
Mayor.
According to the deputy mayor,
applications will be submitted to
UNESCO in January, and an announcement will be made in the
middle of February.

The Colour Photographer - Mečys Brazaitis
at the Lithuanian Embassy in London
8 January – 6 March, 2010. Lithuanian Embassy in London presents the colour photographs of Mečys Brazaitis
(1903-1952), a Lithuanian military pilot with the rank of
captain, topographer, and photographer, whose photographs take us back to the the end of the 1930s, a period
when the first colour photography methods were established and flourished.
The exhibition by Mečys Brazaitis beautifully shows not only
the characteristics of Lithuanian colour photography that reflect
the spirit of the times, but also the first signs of a long period of
change in photographic culture. Despite the fact that at the time
the technical capabilities to print a colour image on photographic
paper did not yet exist, Brazaitis not only carefully studied the
technical possibilities of colour photography, but also looked for
the best artistic solutions to give meaning to colour as a component of the photographic image.
After Mečys Brazaitis left Lithuania for the West in the summer
of 1944 because of the Soviet invasion, the colour slides were kept
safe by his family in Lithuania. In order for his photographic work
to be introduced to a wider audience, the heirs gave permission
to the Association of Open Society Studies located in Kaunas to
promote his work.

European Year for Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion
The European Union is one of the richest
areas in the world, but still 17% of EU
citizens have such limited resources that
they cannot afford the basics.
Poverty is often associated with developing countries, where a lack of food and
clean water can often be a daily challenge. Europe is also affected by poverty
and social exclusion. It may not be as
severe, but is nonetheless unacceptable.
Poverty and exclusion of one individual
amounts to the poverty of society as a
whole. Europe can only be strong if each

individual’s potential is realised.
There is no miracle solution to put an end
to poverty and social exclusion. The time
is ripe to renew our commitment to solidarity, social justice and greater inclusion.
The time is ripe for the 2010 European
Year against Poverty and Social Exclusion.
A key value of the European Union is
solidarity. As a union we are facing the
crisis together, and this solidarity creates
a safety net for each and all of us.

Landsbergis and Brazauskas
awarded The Star of
Lithuania’s Millennium
ON 31 DECEMBER, Minister
of Foreign Affairs Vygaudas
Ušackas awarded ‘The Star of
Lithuania’s Millennium’ for
special personal contribution to
the restoration of an independent Lithuania’s diplomatic service, strengthening of Lithuanian
statehood and merits of promoting Lithuania’s name on Vytautas Landsbergis, Speaker of
the Reconstituent Seimas, member of European Parliament and
Algirdas Mykolas Brazauskas,
President of Lithuania.
While conferring the awards, the
Minister stressed that the last day of
the year dedicated to the celebration
of Lithuania’s Millennium, in the
junction of two important years,
when Lithuania’s millennium is met
by the 20th anniversary of Lithuania’s independence, to pay tribute
to two most meritorious persons in
Lithuania.
The Minister said that during the
years of Mr Landsbergis and Mr Brazauskas leadership many diplomatic
goals important for Lithuania were
achieved: international recognition,
withdrawal of a foreign army, agreements on Lithuania’s state border
demarcation with the neighbouring
countries were signed, friendly rela-

tions with Poland were established
and strengthened, the recognition
of historical truth was achieved, as
well as the normalisation of relations
with the world Jewish community
and Israel, the US-Baltic Charter was
signed, paving the way for our country’s membership in NATO, the
country’s modernization, and membership in the European Union.
“Fate has been generous to
Lithuania, to have these persons
leading Lithuania during its return
to the world and strengthening its
diplomatic service. Time is running
out fast. These achievements may
appear or seem for many diplomats
of the younger generation as usual or
natural ones. However, as President
Valdas Adamkus was conferred with
‘The Star of Lithuania’s Millennium’ in June for his contribution
to Lithuanian diplomacy, I said that
nothing comes of nothing. Lithuania’s achievements needed a vision,
the determination, the courage, the
ingenuity and the commitment. You
have embodied all these features,”
Minister Ušackas said.
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Lithuanian economic
sentiment declines on
austerity measures

Star1 to adds another London flight
Star1 will add an extra flight from London
in April, meaning there will soon be direct
flights between Vilnius and London every
day of the week excluding Sundays.
Kaunas Airport Grows
In 2009, Kaunas International Airport handled 456,700 passengers, an increase of
11.34% over 2008, the largest ever
number of passengers to use the airport.
In 2009 the number of flights increase
5.8% to a total of 6027, carrying 2071.3
tonnes of postal cargo, a decrease of
37% over 2008.
The most popular destination was
London with 220,000 passengers flying to
London’s Standsted and Luton airports.
December was the busiest month with
41,565 passengers, which was 42.8%
more than last year.
Kaunas International Airport now offers
eight direct flights to eight European cities, and indirect flights to 60 cities.
Aer Lingus expected to cut Vilnius
flights
Less than a year after establishing a base
at England’s Gatwick Airport, Aer Lingus
is cutting back the number of aircraft
based there from three to five.
The reduced capacity means flights to
Vilnius are expected to be cut from the
end of March 2010.
Flick admits Vilnius Airport is now
competing with Riga
Riga, Dec 28 (NOZARE.LV-ELTA) - Vilnius Airport is actively working to attract airlines and is reducing tariffs to make them
more competitive against other airports,
including Riga, President and co-owner of
airBaltic, Bertolt Flick told LETA.
airBaltic is also planning to begin direct
flights from Vilnius to London’s Gatwick,
as well as adding another flight to Paris.
SAS resumes flights to Vilnius
On Monday 11 January SAS resumed its
direct flights between Vilnius and Copenhagen. A new CRJ900 NextGen jet has
been assigned the route and it will make
two trips a day, or 14 flights each week.
SAS continue their service from Palanga.
KLM & Estonian Air join forces
Starting from 12 February 2010, Estonian
Air and KLM Royal Dutch Airlines will start
code share cooperation on Estonian Air
flights on Amsterdam-Vilnius-Amsterdam
route. Estonian Air will serve the route
as a through flight to/from Tallinn with six
weekly frequencies on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays
and Sundays.

Record cargo loaded at Klaipėda in December
Klaipėda, Dec 31 (ELTA) - According to estimates, the second best
result of cargo loaded at Klaipėda
seaport in the history of the port
was achieved in 2009 - 27.7 million tonnes of sea cargo.
According to the communication

report of the Klaipėda State Seaport
Authority, the volume of cargo at
the seaport loaded since May exceeded expected results as well as
the results of 2008. The amount of
cargo loaded in 2009 was higher by
4.1% than in the strategic plan of activities of the Klaipėda State Seaport

Authority for 2009-2011.
A record volume of cargo was
loaded at Klaipėda in December
2009. Even before the end of the
month, 2.62 million tonnes of sea
cargo were loaded, an increase of a
fifth (20.4%) compared to December 2008.

EU Budget 2010: investing to
restore jobs and growth
The 2010 EU budget will see jobs
and the economy top spending. Over €64bn (or 45%) of the
€141bn of EU funds will go on
measures linked to research,
education and innovation.
Research funding will grow by
nearly 12% (€7.5bn) and energy
and transport by more than 10%
(€2bn).
Financing for strategic energy
projects, broadband in rural areas
and cash to help rural communities
cope with new challenges in agriculture will also provide a welcome
boost to Europe’s economy with
the final €2.4bn of the €5bn European economic recovery plan being
secured for 2010.
Agricultural spending will continue to be stable next year at nearly
€44bn with over €14bn (+2.6%)
to promote rural development and

additional emergency aid of €300m
to help milk producers. The biggest
increase in EU spending in 2010
will be for projects to fight crime,
terrorism and manage migration
flows, with this area growing by
16.2% on 2009 to almost €1bn.
Speaking in the European Parliament after the vote on the 2010
EU budget, Algirdas Šemeta, EU
Commissioner for Financial Programming and Budget said: “The
2010 budget is a recovery budget.
It’s about getting ready for better
times, maintaining jobs, stimulating growth”. Speaking to the media
Commissioner ·emeta added: “Despite the difficult economic situation, the 2010 budget guarantees
the financial resources to keep EU
programmes on track and focused
on areas linked to recovery. The
fastest growing areas are the ones

most geared to an upturn like innovation, research or the financing
of energy links, where spending is
increasing faster than the budget
itself .”
Boosting the integration of the
EU-12 into cohesion policy
Cohesion funding will grow in
2010 with €49.4bn going directly
to the EU-27, a 2% rise compared
to 2009. The trend to phase-in
funding for the Member States that
joined the EU in 2004 and 2007
(EU-12) will continue and, for the
first time ever, these countries will
receive the biggest share of the EU’s
Cohesion and Structural Funds
(52%). The European Social Fund
will account for €10.8bn in 2010
to support people and businesses
helping 9 million companies and
citizens through training and education programmes.

Vilnius, Dec 31 (Bloomberg-ELTA) Lithuania’s economic sentiment fell in
December for a third month, a survey
showed, after lawmakers approved
further austerity measures for next
year.
The confidence index, which measures expectations for manufacturing,
construction, retail and service industries
as well as gauging consumer sentiment,
fell to -33 from -31 in November, the Department of Statistics said on its website
on Thursday. The rate was -36 in December 2008.
Lithuania is coping with the worst recession since the early 1990s when the
country gained independence from the
Soviet Union and switched to a market
economy from a central planning system.
The government has introduced spending
cuts equivalent to about 8% of estimated
gross domestic product this year, stifling
demand for goods and services.
The industrial confidence index fell
to -32 from -31 in November, while the
services confidence index dropped to
-13 from -8 in the previous month, the
statistics office said. Retail confidence
worsened to -42 in December from -35
in the previous month. Consumer confidence rose to -50 from -51 in November.

Lithuanians no Scrooges
over Christmas
ACCORDING TO FIGURES from Maxima, the Christmas and New Year food
sales for this year were 10% down on
last year, but this was not as much
as most Lithuanians themselves had
forecast.
There was an increase in sales of
products used for cooking at home, and
presents tended to be more practical.
Shoppers treated themselves to products
like fresh fruit, vegetables, sweets and
sparkling wine.
“Comparing this year’s festive season
to last, our takings were down 14%,
but this was still a better result than expected. Even though people were planning to save more over the holidays, it
seems once they got around to shopping
they couldn’t help treating themselves
and their loved ones. There was also an
increase in sales of special products of
which a percentage of the sale price goes
to the disadvantaged in our society,” said
Saulius Jonaitis, Maxima LT Marketing
and Sales Director.
The sale of eggs rose 14% in the
holiday season, while margarine, mayonnaise, chocolate and other sweets sold at
the same rate as last year. The sale of
fresh fish was down 10% and fresh meat
was down 8%, nuts down 30%, prepared
cakes and sweets down 27%, marinated
and preserved products down 20%. Over
New Year the sale of fresh fruit and
vegetables rose 20%, while the sale of
processed meat for platters and baked
dishes rose by a factor of ten.
Cheaper presents were most popular;
items like household goods, cooking
implements, hair care products and
cosmetics were big sellers. The sale of
lottery tickets rose 9% before Christmas
and 23% before New Year. The sale of
books rose 20%.
Alcohol sales were down 16% and
Maxima said they noted that there were
higher sales of wines and less of strong
spirits. Leading up to New Year there
was a 6% increase in the sale of cheaper
sparkling wine.
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Retail trade down by 1.2% in euro area
IN NOVEMBER 2009, compared
with October 2009, the volume
of retail trade fell by 1.2% in the
euro area (EA16) and by 0.8% in
the EU272. In October retail trade
rose by 0.2% and 0.5% respectively.
In November 2009, compared
with November 2008, the retail
sales index decreased by 4.0% in the
euro area and by 2.1% in the EU27.
Monthly changes
In November 2009, compared
with October 2009, “Food, drinks
and tobacco” declined by 0.4% in
both zones. The non food sector
fell by 1.6% in the euro area and by
1.0% in the EU27.
Among the Member States for
which data are available, total retail
trade fell in fifteen and rose only

in Poland (+1.0%) and the United
Kingdom (+0.2%). The largest decreases were observed in Lithuania
(-4.8%), Estonia (-3.1%) and Latvia
(-2.3%).
Annual changes
In November 2009, compared
with November 2008, “Food, drinks
and tobacco” fell by 2.9% in the euro
area and by 1.6% in the EU27. The
non food sector dropped by 4.2%
and by 1.7% respectively.
Among the Member States for
which data are available, total retail
trade fell in twelve, rose in four and
remained stable in Finland. The
largest decreases were observed in
Latvia (-30.2%), Lithuania (-27.8%)
and Estonia (-21.2%), and the highest increases in Poland (+4.6%) and
Belgium (+3.7%).

Unemployment 12.5% in December
Vilnius, Jan 8 (ELTA) – During December the unemployment rate
increased, though the number of
jobseekers registered at territorial labour exchanges dropped
by 7.3% compared to November.
The labour exchanges in December registered almost 27,700
jobseekers.
On 1 January almost 269,000
unemployed people were registered
on the database of the Lithuanian
Labour Exchange, which accounted
for 12.5% of the Lithuanian working-age population - an increase of
0.8% month-on-month. Since the
beginning of this year, there have
been 369,400 jobseekers added to
the database of the Lithuanian Labour Exchange.
The highest unemployment was
recorded in Ignalina district (17.7%),

the municipalities of Akmenė
(17.6%), Druskininkai (17.5%)
and Mažeikiai (16.9%), while the
lowest unemployment rates were in
the municipalities of Neringa (4%)
and Elektrėnai (8.1%), and Trakai
district and Kazlų Ruda municipality (8.8% each). With regard to the
major cities, the highest number of
the unemployed were registered
in Panevėžys (15.4%), while there
were fewest jobseekers in Kaunas
(11%).
In December 2009, 8,400 people
were employed through labour exchanges. Almost 3,000 jobseekers
were sent to active labour market
policy measures.
According to the data obtained
by the Lithuanian Labour Exchange,
since the beginning of 2009,
121,800 jobseekers were employed
with the help of labour exchanges.

Slowing unemployment rate gives optimism
for next year - Lithuanian Labour Exchange

Vilnius, Dec 30 (ELTA) - As the
pace of unemployment growth
slows, the Lithuanian Labour
Exchange (LDB) predicts that unemployment will not increase significantly in 2010. It is expected
that next year the unemployment
rate will grow by 2-3% on average. In 2009, the unemployment
rate grew 9%.

The last week of 2009 was marked
by the smallest increase (0.15%) in

unemployment in Q4, which gave
grounds for optimism with regard
to the coming year. Moreover, the
LDB forecasts that companies will
no longer sack their employees as
they have ended staff optimisation.
According to LDB experts, the
favourable tendencies in the labour
market were determined by the effective use of money from the European Social Fund and the European
Globalisation Adjustment Fund.

Deficit reaches almost LTL7 billion
Vilnius, Dec 30 (ELTA) - According to data from the Finance
Ministry, in November, the revenues of the central government
sector totalled LTL2.218 billion
(€642.5 million), its expenditures
amounted to LTL2.689 billion
(€779 million), and transactions
with non-financial assets stood
at LTL226 million (€65.46 million).
In November, the deficit (net
borrowing) reached LTL697.1 million, which accounted for 0.8% of
the GDP projected for 2009.
In the previous month, most
revenues came from taxes (44.2%)
and social contributions (41%). The
major part of expenditures was allocated for social benefits (56%).

Over the past 11 months of 2009,
revenues of central government
totalled LTL25.36 billion (€7.346
billion), its expenditures stood at
LTL30.68 billion (€8.88 billion)
and transactions with non-financial
assets amounted to LTL1.626 billion (€471 million).
Over the said period, the deficit
of the central government sector
totalled LTL6.943 billion (€2.01
billion) or 7.6% of GDP: the state
budget deficit reached LTL3.718
billion (€1.077 billion), the deficit
of non-budgetary funds amounted
to LTL481.3 million (€139.425
million) and the deficit of social
security funds stood at LTL2.743
billion litas (€794.6 million).

Lithuanian Innovation Rewarded
GETJAR, THE WORLD’S largest
cross-platform app store based in
Lithuania, the US and the UK, was
announced the winner of the prestigious Mobile Excellence Award
for Best Mobile Service.
The Mobile Excellence Awards is
the industry’s leading and most influential awards program and honours
innovation, creativity and excellence
in mobile entertainment. This year,
GetJar was selected for its innovative premium advertising system,
Pay-Per-Download (PPD) that allows developers and brand owners
to bid for premium visibility and
drive downloads for their apps on the
GetJar mobile app store. Addition-

ally, GetJar is closing in on the billion
download mark, making it the second
largest app store in the world.
“It’s a tremendous honour to be
recognized as a leading mobile app
store and we share the credit with our
developers and partners,” said GetJar
CEO, Ilja Laurs.
Ilja Laurs, founder and CEO of GetJar Networks, was listed one of the 40
most influential leaders in the world’s
mobile communication industry in
2009. He is the first Lithuanian included on the list published by the
Informa Telecoms & Media.
GetJar is also the recipient of the 2009
Meffy Award for Best Direct to Customer
Service.

FDI up 3.3% in October
Statistics Lithuania informs that,
based on provisional data, foreign
direct investment (FDI) in Lithuania
as of 1 October 2009 amounted to
LTL34.2 billion, which is 3.3% more
than 1 July 2009 (LTL33.1 billion)
and by 0.7% more than 1 October
2008 (LTL34.0 billion). FDI per
capita amounted to LTL10,259 (as
of 1 October 2008, LTL10,134).
The largest investors were Swedish
– LTL4.18 billion (12.2% of total
FDI), German – LTL3.61 billion
(10.6%), Danish – LTL3.6 billion
(10.5%), Polish – LTL3.42 billion
(10%), Russian – LTL2.31 billion
(6.8%) and Estonian – LTL2.29 billion (6.7%). Over III quarter 2009,
FDI from Russia, Denmark and Germany increased most (34.6, 18.9 and
11.2% respectively), while FDI from
Sweden decreased by 15.4%.

Direct investment from EU-27
countries amounted to LTL27.0 billion (78.9% of total FDI), from CIS
countries – LTL2.52 billion (7.4%).
As of 1 October 2009, the largest
investment was made in manufacturing – 26.6%, real estate, renting and
business activities – 15.1%, transport,
storage and communication – 14.7%,
financial intermediation – 14.3%,
wholesale and retail trade – 13% of
total FDI. In III quarter 2009, the
largest increase was observed for
direct investment in mining and quarrying (52.2%) and electricity, gas and
water supply (25.6%).
In manufacturing, the largest
investment was made in the manufacture of petroleum and chemical
products – LTL4.73 billion (51.9%
of total investment in manufacturing),
food products, beverages and tobacco
– LTL1.58 billion (17.3%).

Lithuania 22nd best country to live in

According to the International Living 2010 Quality of Life Index, the
quality of life in Lithuania is one of
the highest among the new EU-12
members and ranks higher than
Sweden, Great Britain and Greece.
Lithuania is 22 in the Index, with
an overall final score of 73 points,
while France, Australia, Switzerland,
Germany and New Zealand make
up the top 5. Estonia, Poland and

Latvia are ranked No. 32, 35 and 40,
respectively.Lithuania scored highest
in the categories of citizens’ civil and
political rights as well as safety (100
points), living environment in terms of
population density and environmental
pollution (81 points), as well as climate
(79 points, same as Greece, Spain and
Costa Rica). Cost of living in Lithuania
(63 points) is also very competitive
comparing to most of other countries.

Lithuania records
highest GDP
growth in EU in Q3
of 2009
Luxembourg, Jan 7 (ELTA) - In the
third quarter of 2009, Lithuania’s
gross domestic product (GDP)
increased by 6.1% compared with
the previous quarter. In the Q3 of
2009, compared with the Q3 of
2008, the country’s GDP slumped
by 14.2%, according to the second estimates from Eurostat, the
Statistical Office of the European
Communities.
Euro area (EA16) GDP increased
by 0.4% and EU27 GDP by 0.3%
during the third quarter of 2009,
compared with the previous quarter. In the second quarter of 2009,
growth rates were -0.1% in the euro
area and -0.3% in the EU27.
In comparison with the same
quarter of the previous year, seasonally adjusted GDP declined in the
third quarter of 2009 by 4.0% in the
euro area and by 4.3% in the EU27,
after -4.8% and -5.0% respectively
in the previous quarter.
In the third quarter of 2009,
among Member States for which
seasonally adjusted GDP data are
available, Lithuania (6.1%) recorded
the highest growth rate compared
with the previous quarter, followed
by Luxembourg (4.2%) and Slovakia (1.6%).
In the third quarter of 2009,
household final consumption expenditure decreased by 0.1% in the
euro area and by 0.2% in the EU27
(after +0.1% and -0.2% respectively in the previous quarter). Investments fell by 0.8% in the euro area
and by 0.6% in the EU27 (after 1.6% and -2.5%). Exports increased
by 3.1% in the euro area and by
2.7% in the EU27 (after -1.2% and
-1.4%). Imports increased by 3.0%
in the euro area and by 2.9% in the
EU27 (after -2.8% and -2.9%).
Among the main partners of the
EU, GDP increased by 0.6% in the
US in the third quarter of 2009 (0.2% in the previous quarter). In
Japan GDP increased by 0.3% in the
third quarter of 2009 (+0.7% in the
previous quarter).
Compared with the third quarter
of 2008, GDP declined by 2.6% in
the US (-3.8% in the previous quarter) and decreased by 4.7% in Japan
(-6.0% in the previous quarter).
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Kemzūra appoints coaching
staff
Kęstutis Kemzūra has named
his team of assistants that will be
coaching the Lithuanian National
Basketball Team. Aiding Kemzūra
in the gym and on the sidelines will
be Valdemaras Chomičius, Robertas Kuncaitis and Donaldas Kairys.
Kairys makes a return to the
coaching staff after also working
with Ramūnas Butautas, while
Chomičius and Kuncaitis return to
national team duties after a break.
“I chose these people because I
value their professional skills. The
basic criteria in choosing my assistants was professionalism. Apart
from that, I have worked with
them before, have had basketball
dealings with them, and our basketball philosophies overlap. Each
trainer will be assigned specific
areas of activity, but we will work
together as a team and there will
be much debate,” Kemzūra said.
The Lithuanian team will also
have a new physical fitness trainer,
Evaldas Kondratavičius. Evaldas
has worked with junior Lithuanian
national teams before and with
Dynamo Moscow over the past
few years.
Kemzūra added that he might
even include more new faces in
the coaching and administrative
staff if they see the necessity in
the future.
Ramūnas Butautas takes the
helm at Žalgiris
Speculation about the future
of Žalgiris coach Gintaras Krapikas finally came to an end when
Ramūnas Butautas was appointed
head coach of Žalgiris in December. Krapikas put in his resignation
after their loss to Barcelona.
Butautas had the team off to a
good start with a win against Cibona in Euroleague last week.
Žalgiris also announced the
signing of Mario Delas, a Croatian
junior with great perspective, so
much so that the team in green
have signed him to a three and a
half year contract. Mario will meet
his team mates in Frankfurt for the
first time on their way to Turkey
to play against Fenerbahce Ulker.
Another new player, Aleksandr
Capin a Slovenian national, has
inked a contract until the summer
of 2012.

Rytas falls short of Final 16, but Žalgiris still in the hunt

LIETUVOS RYTAS fell three points
short of reaching the Final 16 in Euroleague on Wednesday night.

Faced with the daunting task of having
to defeat group second favourites Unicaja
on their home court, a full house packed
Siemens Arena in the hope of cheering
their boys to victory. In the end a valiant
effort was not enough to get the team
from Lithuania’s capital into the next
round of Euroleague.
Coach Kurtinaitis tried a revamped
starting line-up of Ginevičius, Borovnjak,
Bjelica, Gecevičius and Jomantas in the
hope of getting the drop on the Spaniards
and establishing an early lead.
As it turned out the opposite ensued,
but both teams took turns at winning
quarters, and Rytas took the lead late in

the final quarter.
Bjelica enjoyed the elevation to starting centre and collected 18 points and 7
rebounds, and Gecevičius proved his same
reliable self in posting 19 and hitting shots
when most needed. Babrauskas chipped in
with 12, and Ginevičius added 9.
Still, it was a tired looking Rytas team
that never quite hit its straps on the night.
They managed to stay in the running with
characteristic determination but as Unicaja coach Aito Garcia Reneses said in
the post-match press conference, in tight
games luck plays a part, and in the last few
plays the good lady was with the visitors.
Kurtinaitis said that his charges still
lacked maturity, individual skills and
were suffering from some fatigue.
Down the A1 in Kaunas it seems the
tide has turned, and while last issue I said

Simona Krupeckaitė Awarded
Simona Krupeckaitė was voted
Best Track Cyclist of 2009 by the
readers of velodrome.org.uk
She received 12,582 votes, and
took the title easily over second
placed Australian Anna Myers who
had 1470 votes from the 27,000
readers of velodrome.org.uk
This award comes after
Krupeckaitė was awarded the best
Lithuanian Sportsperson of 2009,
which was organised by the Lithuanian National Olympic Committee, Olifeja and the Lithuanian
daily Lietuvos Rytas. The award
included a prize of LTL50,000 and
a sculpture.
Krupeckaitė gathered 78,197
votes, and second was Giedrius
Titenis, a swimmer, with 55,350
votes. Third was Virgilijus Alekna,
discus, with 49,257 votes.
Lietuvos Rytas basketball team
was voted the best team of 2009.

Main Standings at 16/12/2009
GROUP A
Regal FC Barcelona
Montepaschi Siena
Asvel Basket
Fenerbahce Ulker
Žalgiris
Cibona

9-0
8-1
3-6
3-6
2-7
2-7

GROUP B
Olympiacos
Unicaja
Partizan
Efes Pilsen
Lietuvos Rytas
Entente Orleanaise

8-2
7-3
5-5
4-6
4-6
2-8

Žalgiris
Lietuvos rytas
Šiauliai
Juventus
Neptūnas
Sūduva
Techasas
Rūdupis
Alytus
Perlas
Sakalai
Nevėžis
Aisčiai

11/0
11/1
11/2
8/5
7/6
6/7
6/7
5/8
5/8
4/9
3/9
2/9
2/10

Žalgiris

10/1

Lietuvos rytas

10/0

Šiauliai

6/3

Kalev

5/5

Ventspils

5/4

Valmiera

4/6

Rock

3/7

VEF Riga

3/6

Nevėžis

2/8

Lauvas

1/9

that it was only the most optimistic mathematician that would give them a chance
of making the next round, it seems that
mathematicians are now looking through
their glasses very much half full.
A new coach and a couple of new
players signed in the last week now have
Žalgiris in with a show. They need an
away win, something which has eluded
them for a few seasons, but they have a
realistic chance.
Travis Watson is inured and his re-

bounding prowess will be sorely missed.
Fenerbahce Ulker will probably try to
attack through the middle to expose this
weakness, but with both teams desperate
to win anything is possible. Then there
is Marcus Brown on the wing, and if
his shots are dropping then the improbable could become fact and the unlikely
a reality.
Even I’ll be cheering for our Kaunas
cousins in the hope of getting at least one
Lithuanian team into the Final 16.

